THROUGH  TREASON  TO   POWER
the firm would be closed down, the presses seized and
the work discontinued.

I thus found myself without resources on the thres-
hold of a new life and confronted with a colossal task.

My departure, and the reasons for it, caused great
excitement in the Party. The results, however, were
not very tangible. Gregor's decision to remain in the
Party enabled the great majority of Strasserites to
decide that they could do the same without betraying
the cause. Hitler was in the ascendant. He had money
behind him, and the S.A., disciplined like a proper
army, had no political convictions; a uniform and
implicit obedience were good enough for them.

The Party men who followed me into the wilderness
were idealists, and their number was necessarily very
limited. But new recruits, members of the non-Nazi
paramilitary organizations of the Right, poured in
upon me from the first. Such were the Stahlhelm, the
Wehrwolf and the Jung Deutsche Orden.

These no longer consisted only of ex-soldiers. A new
generation had grown up in search of a political ideal.
The Weimar Republic was repugnant to these young
people, and they had not yet been corrupted by
Hitler. The news of my break with him gave them
new hope.

Then there was the Peasants' Revolutionary Move-
ment, whose leader, Glaus Hein, came from Schleswig-
Holstein. They \vere formidable country people,
handy with a bomb and noted for their intrepidity.
Their leader in Silesia was my friend Schapke.